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In my younger days | spent a lot of time learning how to train horses. 


Darned if the study of equine behaviour didn't teach me a few things about human endeavours. 


One such bit of insight came from the late Bill Horn. 

Bill was a famous horseman who hailed from the notso-urban landscape of Cable, Ohio. 
He was, in the grand tradition of horsemen, long on doing and short on talking. 

| spent many days riding with Bill, learning mostly through osmosis. 


One day, when | was struggling with a young horse, Bill noticed my frustration and, after allowing that 
frustration to build, he rode over to offer some wisdom. 


Trouble, he asked. Yup. Well, he said, better do something wrong. 
| was hoping for a technical training suggestion. What | got was do something wrong. 


Turned out to be great advice. In horse training and life, if you are doing everything right and not getting the 
result you want, it's time to do something (darn near anything) different. 


Heck, doing something wrong is kind of liberating. 


The normal response when results don't match up with intentions is to do the right thing harder, louder and 
faster. 


In the long history of humans (and horses), doing something that is not working harder, louder or faster has 
never made things better. 


Do something wrong was a light bulb moment in my neophyte horse training days. It might be something the 
cabal of global climate warriors could learn from. 


Certainly doing the right thing (read taxing carbon) harder, louder and faster isn't producing the desired effect. 


We just celebrated the Kyoto Protocol's 21st birthday. 
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Those with long memories will recall the Kyoto Protocol was the first global economic document written 
entirely by environmentalists. 


As economic agreements go, it was a doozy. 


Building on the sagacious work of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the bold 
folks who met in Kyoto, Japan, created a new global currency based on a common essential element, carbon. 


In the stroke of a pen (actually 192 pen strokes from the initial signatories), the environmentalists had turned 
air into hard currency. Not a bad trick. 


But the UN folks had even greater aspirations. 


The environmental warriors set out for global climate revenge by making the developed world (read the U.S.) 
pay the developing world (read China) for past carbon sins. 


They devised a plan, aptly named the Green Investment Scheme, to transfer wealth from "rich" nations. 


Oddly enough some countries (notably the U.S.) seemed reluctant to exchange hard currency for nebulous 
carbon credits. 


The Kyoto Protocol withered. The unblinking climate cabal gathered in Paris in 2015 to do global carbon 
pricing again, this time harder, louder and faster. 


Based on the yellow vest protests in France, the Paris Agreement isn't doing so well either. 


Notwithstanding all of this, the Trudeau government is hurtling into an election whipping carbon taxing (and 
taxpayers) as hard as they can. 


The theory, | suppose, is that folks can be persuaded Carbon dioxide is a pollutant and the world is 
dependent on Canada adopting a carbon pricing scheme that other nations are resisting. 


This is a level of absurdity that can only be attained when you apply harder, faster and louder to a failed idea. 


| suspect if Bill Horn was still with us, he would tell the Trudeau government's climate warriors that it's time to 
do something wrong. 


Snobelen was a cabinet minister in the Conservative government of Ontario premier Mike Harris from 1995 to 
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